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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report covers On Farm Trials conducted in 3 villages in each
af Mazombe and XKilole divisions during the 1996/97 growing
Season. The stratergy adopted in implementing the ifrials
included careful considerations for wvillage, farmer and site
selections (Ch. 2). & total aof 69 participants took part in the
trials. Included were 16 primary schools 39 male and 14 female
farmers. 1Tne separate training carried out in soya utilisation
atr four centres involved 101 participants with almest a 50:350

ratio between male and female farmeys (Appendix 6).
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{a Fe cmparison of igocal and improved varieties of the
selected crops
) Evaluation of awvailable technidues of improving soil
fertility including organic farming.
i
{c) To simultaneocusly train farmers in appropriate CIop

husbandry methods.

(d? To incorporate a programme of capacity building for HIMA-
Iringa extension staff in the conduct of simple field
trials with the farmers through on the job training.

The general trend of results was as follows:

{al Maize
Although there were some specific limitations asscciated

with the maize trials it is still possible to conclude that
the performance of the improved varieties was better than

the local tvpes. A vield difference of 40% between them
was cammon in Mazombe. Farmers in the lower altitude

Mazombe &.g9. Ikuka preffered Kite and TMV I while those in
upper altitude Mazombe like Itungil ranked TMV 2 and Stahs
very highly. All the farmers in Mazombe stressed cultivar
characteristics of their choice as being modest vield.
earliness to maturity,. grain ivpe, size and number of cobs,
tolerance to stalkborer attack and general prolificacy in
the field.
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In Kilolo area an additional characte of importance
was tfolerance fto ear rot due to excessiv rainfall in
normal vears. For these reasons iv
selected TMV 2

registered the highest
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Beans/maize intercropping:
f either beans 8#fmaiz=Ze were
lolo division where these
bean c¢rop was considered

asscciation with maize.
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Mazombe were Uyvole 96 (DRK;. Gk 74
Varieties considered idea. for securility were Habanima
and ilomta (the detailed criteria for selectiion appear in

ch.471.

the extremely praolonged dry weather depr
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